LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
a few months after Ponsonby had left office and two
months before the statement was made by Lord Howick
in the House of Commons. We can find no mention of
any Chancery delays during Lord Redesdale's time. Had
there been the vast arrears of work that the notoriously
lazy Ponsonby is credited with disposing of with such
marvellous rapidity in addition to his own business it
would certainly have been referred to, and there is no
doubt that Ponsonby himself would have stressed the cir-
cumstance with great satisfaction, as a proof of his diligence
and ability. In any case the fact would have been elicited
by the Commissioners during the examination of Mr.
O'Dwyer, who was secretary to Lord Redesdale during the
whole of his Chancellorship. Lord Redesdale was very
ill for some weeks before his recall and the business of bis
Court must have suffered in consequence, but it could
not have done so to the extent mentioned, and his industry
and anxiety to prevent delays are proved beyond doubt
from his letters and the references of the period. It will be
remembered that soon after his arrival the Irish press
announced that he was going to sit an hour earlier each
day in order to expedite business, and his anxiety to prevent
delay and expense to suitors induced him occasionally to
open and preside in his Court before Term began. In
the absence of any evidence, therefore, we may venture to
regard this statement of Lord Howick's as unfounded.
Lord Redesdale has also been accused by hostile Irish
writers of a propensity to grasp at the fees and emolu-
ments of his office. After his removal, and while he was
still in Dublin, the local papers inserted paragraphs with
the intention of damaging his reputation, the information
for which could only have been obtained through official
sources. The Dublin Evening Post of the 20th March 1806
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